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Sri Srajak Srivastava, Advocate is present on behalf of applicant. Sri Jatin Chaddha, 
Advocate holding brief of Sri Rajesh Chaddha, Advocate is present on behalf of 
respondent. Learned counsel for the respondent informs that objections on behalf of 
respondent was filed on 29.09.2022, but till date reply of same has not been filed.  
 
Sri Srajak Srivastava, learned counsel for the applicant submitted that he has been 
engaged in the month of January, 2024, therefore, he is not aware about the status of 
the pleadings and in the interest of justice, he may be granted a week’s time for filing 
reply to the objections of the respondent.  
 
The submission of Sri Srajak Srivastava regarding his unawareness about pleadings is 
not acceptable, as on engagement counsel is required to go through the facts of the case 
before filing his vakalatnama and also check the status of the case.  
 
The record reveals that vide order dated 10.11.2020 ten days’ time was granted for 
filing reply to the objections, while adjourning the proceedings on the request of the 
counsel for the applicant. Subsequently, again accepting the request for adjournment 
of learned counsel for the applicant ten days’ further time was granted.  
 
 
The Provisions of Section 44(5) of the Act 2016 mandate that endeavour be made to 
decide or dispose of appeal within 60 days from date of its filing. This mandate cannot 
be achieved without cooperation of the parties.  
 
Record reveals that this appeal is pending since December, 2021 and the applicant 
despite   repeated orders did not choose to file reply to the objections of the respondent. 



At this stage we have two options either to close the opportunity of filing reply or to 
grant further time for filing reply.   
 

Appreciating the request of learned Counsel for the applicant and in the interest of 
justice we grant a week’s time for filing reply at the cost of Rs.500/-. The cost so 
received by the applicant will be utilized for purchase of books of the legal 
representatives’ library. 
List this defective appeal for consideration of application for condonation of delay and 
hearing on 27.02.2024.  

(Sanjai Khare)                           (D.K. Arora) 

Dated: 09.02.2024 
SANTOSHKSHUKLA 


