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Case called on.

Counsel Sri Rajesh Chadha appeared on behalf of applicant and counsel Sri Shrajak
Srivastava holding brief of counsel Sri Nirmit Srivastava appeared on behalf of respondent.
Heard on the point of limitation which has been moved with the contention that the
impugned order was passed on 02.01.2020 by the Regulatory Authority and the same was
uploaded on 10.01.2020 on the official website of Regulatory Authority. Applicant has
received certified copy of the same on 21.07.2020 and thereafter the instant appeal was
filed on 17.08.2020. Counsel for the applicant has also mentioned that during the relevant
period COVId-19 pandemic was effective and Hon’ble Apex Court in Suo Moto Writ (C)
No. 3 of 2020 has granted relaxation to all the litigants preferring suit, appeal or legal
proceedings in the Courts/Tribunals.

In the objection counsel for the respondent has mentioned that the application for
condonation of delay indicates that there is deliberate and malicious Act on the part of
applicant and moreover the applicant has not explained the delay period i.e. 11.01.2020 to
11.03.2020. In objection counsel for the respondent has cited several judgments as decided
by the Hon’ble Apex Court, and at last has prayed that to reject the appeal on account of
unexplained delay in application for condonation of delay.

Against the said objection, counsel for the applicant has filed reply reiterating the earlier
facts as mentioned in the limitation application.

From perusal of record it appears that impugned order is relates to 02.01.2020 and the
same was uploaded on official website of Regulatory Authority on 10.01.2020. As per
provisions of Section 44(2) of the Act, the appeal ought to be filed within 60 days i.e.
before 13.03.2020, but the instant appeal was filed on 17.08.2020.

It is well known that the COVID-19 period was effective during the period from
15.03.2020 to 02.10.2021 and in view of judgment passed by Hon’ble Apex Court in Suo
Moto Writ (C) No. 3 of 2020 relaxation has been granted to all the litigants preferring suit,
appeal or legal proceedings in the Courts/Tribunals.



In the light of above, application for condonation of delay deserves to be allowed.
Accordingly, the delay is condoned. Registry is directed to register this misc. case into
regular appeal.

It was brought to the notice that reply to the grounds of appeal has already been filed.
Counsel for the respondent is directed to provide copy of reply to the grounds of appeal to
the counsel for the applicant, before the date fixed.

Counsel for the applicant is directed to file replication/rejoinder against the reply filed by
the respondent, before the date fixed, and copy of the same will be sent on the respective e-
mail addresses of the respondent and his counsel.

List this case on 18.01.2022 for further order.

(K.K. Jain) (T.B. Singh)

Dated: 16.12.2021
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